
Flat Cats for inward opening windows and doors 
 

Inward opening windows and doors 
One of the most common questions we are asked 
is whether Flat Cats are suitable for inward opening 
windows and doors. The short answer is “it 
depends”… let's look at it in detail, and you should 
be able to decide if your window or door is suitable. 

Attaching the screen to the outside: 
Generally, this is not advisable unless there is no 
other alternative or unless you are on the ground 
floor but even then inside is preferable. The short 
answer here is not to attach to the outside. If you 
feel it may be possible then please contact us first 
so we can discuss on 01526 341186.. 

Inward opening windows: 
Let’s assume for this example that, when you open 
the window, the hinges are on the left as you look at 
the window from the inside. 

With this example you will want to firstly make sure 
that you have got a minimum of 2cm of clear flat 
frame on the bottom edge, the top edge and the 
right-hand side (these are the flat static frames 
around the opening). Once you have done this, we 
can look at the potentially problematic side which 

is where the hinges are mounted, in this case, on the left. 

With the window open, step into the “reveal” as if you were going to stand in the open window. 
Looking to your left we want to see how much frame is available on the flat static frames in the 
area where the hinges are. Please see image 1 to the left to show the area we are referring to. 

You can see the flat area on the frame by the hinge. It is obviously not as wide as the rest of the 
frame, but the hinge will represent the furthest distance that the screen can go on this size, so it 
is this width that you need to measure. 

Ideally, we are looking for 2cm here where the arrow is pointing. If you have less than 2cm but at 
least 1.5cm then we may be able to help so, please call Kate or Sharni on 01526 341186 to chat 
it through. 

When you measure your inward opening window it is important to measure from the hinge 
(again arrowed in the picture above) and then go all the way across to include all the static flat 
frame on the other side of the window. 



Inward opening doors: 
Where you have a Juliet balcony you will 
have an inward opening door (or maybe 
doors). Also, many patio doors open 
inwards. In the same way as we 
discussed with windows above the key 
point is to see how much space is 
available on the static flat frame where 
the hinges are located. 
You can see an example of an inward 
opening door in the image to the left 
here. 

In this example there is frame available 
on the bottom, the top and the right but 
obviously there are hinges on the left-
hand side. In this example there was 
enough frame by the hinges to support 
the fixings and so a screen was fine. 

The red arrows on the photo show 
where the width and height dimensions 
should be measured… i.e. from up 
against the hinge on the left right over to 
include the full frame on the right 

(because there is a double frame on the right in this example the customer has measured to 
halfway across). 
Again, please refer to the image on this sheet for inward opening windows to make sure that you 
have got at least 2cm of flat frame by the hinges. 

Double inward opening doors: 
Where you have double inward opening doors, clearly you will have hinges on both the left and 
the right-hand sides. In these instances, it is vital that you have a MINIMUM of 2cm of frame 
available by the hinges (see first image on these notes again to see where this 2cm should be). 
You will also need to check that the total width that you require is NO MORE than 168cm as this 
is our maximum width (based on the roll size we use). 

  



If you need to exceed 168cm for the 
width of your screen, we can do this by 
creating what we call a “joint”. This is 
where we make two screens and have 
them join in the middle with a strip of 
hook and loop fixings. We always like 
to chat these through first so please do 
call the team on 01526 341186 if you 
have a required width of MORE THAN 
168cm. An example of a “jointed 
screen” is shown to the left. The option 
to have this joint instead of the zip is 
available on the door screen order 
page 

While inward opening windows and 
doors are normal on the continent, 
they are still rare in the UK. However, 
more properties are being built using 
these windows and as such we are 
trying to accommodate as many as 
possible for Flat Cats. 

 

 

If you have any questions regarding inward opening windows or doors, please do not hesitate to 
call Kate or Sharni on 01526 341186 or email info@flatcats.co.uk with your question. 

Best wishes : Dominic Parker : Flat Cats 

  

If you have any questions regarding your purchase / order please do not hesitate to contact 
Kate or Sharni on 01526 341186. 
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